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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir : 

The documents listed on the attached Form PTO 144 9 are 
brought to the attention of the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office with respect to the application identified above 
in accordance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98. 
Copies of the documents listed are enclosed. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231, on 

MAY 18, 2001 



(Date of Deposit) 




(Date of Signature) 



The attached references are brought to Applicant's attention 
in connection with an International Search Report issued in 
connection with the counterpart PCT application to the instant 
application. The date of mailing of the International Search 
Report was 27 November 2000. A copy of the Search Report is 
attached. 



I, Andrew C. Siminerio, hereby certify that the references 
contained in this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 
were cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application. 

Applicants hereby petition for the consideration of the 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR 
1.97 (d) (2) (ii) . 



CERTIFICATION 



Respectfully submitted, 




ANDREW C. SIMINERIO 
Registration No. 30,803 
Agent for Applicant 



Telephone : 
Facsimile : 



(412) 434-4645 
(412) 434-4292 



Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
May 16, 2001 



